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   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Ricardo Azziz is an educator and academic leader with over 20 years 
of experience. He serves as Professor and President of Georgia 
Regents University, one of Georgia’s four public comprehensive 
research universities, and as CEO of the Georgia Regents Health 
System. Along with him, both his father and brother are graduates of 
Penn State. 
  Ricardo’s family moved to State College when he was three, as his 
father completed his Ph.D. in Physics at Penn State. Living on campus 
is among his earliest and fondest memories. Subsequently his family 
moved to Pittsburgh, where he grew up.  
  After completing his MD at the Penn State College of Medicine, he 
served as founding member of the Penn State College of Medicine 
(COM) Alumni Society, serving on its Board of Trustees (1984-1992) 
and as President of the Society (1989-1992). Instrumental in creating 
his class scholarship fund and in promoting significant growth of the 
Society, he received the 1992 Cheston M. Berlin Award from the Penn 
State COM Alumni Society. A Life Member of the Penn State Alumni 
Association, Ricardo and his wife, Cindy, have been long-standing 
philanthropic supporters of Penn State and are members of the 
university’s Atherton Society and President’s Club. 
  Previously serving as faculty at Johns Hopkins University, the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham, and the University of California 
Los Angeles, Dr. Azziz is a transformational leader, passionate about 
higher education, student opportunity and success, faculty and staff 
development, and discovery and innovation.  
  For more on Ricardo see http://www.gru.edu/president/ and  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-ricardo-azziz/. 

Position Statement 
 
  Penn State is one of the world’s great research universities – a great 
University whose time is now and whose future, reputation and 
traditions deserve protecting, upholding and supporting. A proud 
University. 
  We have been through a very difficult period that has seen our values 
as a University and as alumni questioned, and an important part of our 
history erased. Our traditions and history are not simply part of the 
past; they are the very fabric that binds our many communities 
together. Trustees must ensure that these are vigorously defended, 
and all options examined and pursued. The reputation of our University 
deserves no less. 
  But Trustees must also be student-centered and future-oriented. A 
future that speaks to the success of our students, to the quality and 
affordability of our education, to the growth, competiveness, and 
sustainability of our programs, to the support of our outstanding faculty 
and dedicated staff, to our advancement of our innovation and 
discovery, and to the richness of our broader university community. 
Because, our future generations deserve the opportunities we had.  
  As a long time dedicated alum, university educator, scientist, and 
academic leader, I understand the courage, delicate balance, and 
focused dedication required of Trustees to safeguard and maximize 
the reputation and traditions of the University, while ensuring its strong 
and healthy future. A task that entails maximum transparency, candid 
honesty, and a clear understanding of what is right… for our great 
University’s past, present… and future. Let’s be PENN STATE 
PROUD. 
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