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   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Ryan Bagwell is the founder of the Penn State Sunshine Fund, a 
grassroots effort supported by hundreds of dedicated alumni that aims 
to improve transparency at Penn State. In 2012, he restored our right 
to obtain public records from some university trustees. Now he wants 
to continue the fight for transparency as a member of the board. 
  A software developer and former newspaper reporter who sits on the 
board of the Madison chapter of the Penn State Alumni Association, 
Ryan wants the administration to release documents related to Louis J. 
Freeh’s investigation. He also supports a plan to aggressively reduce 
the price of a Penn State degree. 
  After graduating in 2002 with degrees in music and journalism, Ryan 
worked as an investigative newspaper reporter in Pennsylvania and 
Maryland before creating his own news Web site devoted to holding 
public officials accountable. Today he’s a Web developer with an 
advertising and marketing agency near Washington, D.C. 
  Ryan knows how boards work. As a journalist, he spent hundreds of 
hours writing about public bodies and exposing back-room politics. 
He’s also an experienced budget analyst, having reviewed countless 
spending plans and writing about their impact in a way people can 
understand. 
  He’s a proud lifetime member of the Penn State Alumni Association, a 
football season ticket holder and an active alumni association 
volunteer. 
 
 
 

Position Statement 
 
  Distrust of Penn State’s leaders is as low as it has ever been. A 
recent alumni association survey revealed that only 16 percent of Penn 
State graduates trust the Board of Trustees. Penn Staters are yearning 
for new leaders who will reunite our divided community - even while it 
continues to move forward on its own. 
  If elected, I will immediately press for the release of Freeh’s 
investigation records, review every document to gauge the accuracy of 
his conclusions and present my findings to the public so we can finally 
move on. 
  But we cannot focus on the past forever. Other challenges beg for our 
attention, including record tuition that is too expensive for even the 
most committed Penn Staters. We should immediately rethink the way 
we set the price of a Penn State degree by providing discounts for 
alumni and need-based tuition credits. As a trustee, I would push to 
expand the university’s private loan program and lower its 6 percent 
interest rate. I would also begin working toward a long-term goal of 
providing a free education for students whose families earn less than 
$60,000 a year. 
  To restore trust, I would expand board ethics rules by requiring 
trustees to file annual financial disclosure forms, and remove 
regulations that prohibit board members from engaging in free, robust 
debate. And finally, I support honoring Joe Paterno for his decades of 
service to Penn State. 
  This is just the beginning.  
  Read more at http://www.BagwellForPennState.com/priorities.
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