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   Biographical Sketch 

 
  The Centre Daily Times covered Keith Bierly during his 28 years as 
a Centre County District Judge and Centre County Commissioner. 
When he was leaving elective office their editorial read: "a tireless 
worker, a careful listener, a bit of a policy wonk, a visionary and a 
communicator who is both thoughtful and articulate.....Bierly has 
displayed all of these traits." 
  Keith Bierly's ancestor drove the first wagon into Brush Valley in 
1791; his family has resided here ever since.  For Keith, Penn State is 
not a place to visit, it is where he lives. Every sibling in his family 
attended Penn State.  Keith's wife Kim was PSU National Television 
Marketing Director for 11 years. 
  His education includes graduating with honors and being a 
Distinguished Alumnus of Lock Haven State University, obtaining a 
Masters Degree in Constitutional Law from Penn State, and 
graduating from the Senior Management Program at the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  He also 
graduated first in his class at the Pennsylvania Academy's school for 
District Judges. 
  During 35 years as a public official, he developed innovative court 
procedures that were copied state-wide; fought to eliminate a tax that 
was eventually voted down by dozens of counties and school districts, 
engaged in the largest capital project expansion in Centre County's 
history; and helped promote Pennsylvania's dairy industry as 
Secretary of a statewide regulatory agency.  He has served on more 
than 40 non-profit boards of directors and has received numerous 
recognitions for that service.  See www.keithbierly.com 

Position Statement 
 

  UNIQUE EXPERIENCE - that is what I can bring to the Penn State 
Board of Trustees. My combined 35 years of experience in the judicial 
and executive branches of Pennsylvania government make me 
uniquely qualified to serve on the Board. 
  I studied political science because I admired a young President who 
said he was "an idealist without illusions."  That is the type Trustee we 
need - one who can promote Penn State, while recognizing the past 
decade has resulted in particular challenges. 
  As a County Commissioner, I interacted with Penn State officials in 
numerous ways including economic development, taxation, tourism, 
hazmat response and the county's comprehensive plan. I fully 
understand Penn State's positive impact on the community. It is an 
impact that I can promote locally and in the state capital. 
  Given my education and my practical governmental experience, I 
fully appreciate the judicial process and our court system.  Today, that 
is a real asset for a Trustee. 
  Regardless of my governmental position, as a District Judge, County 
Commissioner, or State Secretary, I had positive interaction with Penn 
State administrators, faculty, students, and staff.  This knowledge of 
how Penn State is viewed by people across the entire Commonwealth 
will enable me to become an effective Trustee. 
  I currently own and operate Twin Avenues consulting focusing mainly 
on judicial races, and Forefathers Book Shop. My book shop 
celebrates our country's rich history and is located within 5 miles of the 
geographic center of the state.  I will be accessible. 
See www.keithbierly.com 
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