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   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Jennifer Bird-Pollan is a leading tax law expert, professor, and mom.  
Born in West Point, New York, to two U.S. Army Officers, she was 
raised in Erie, Pennsylvania.  A 1999 graduate of the Penn State 
College of Liberal Arts, she earned a B.A. in French and Philosophy, 
cum laude, with honors in Philosophy.  While at Penn State, Jennifer 
was a Schreyer Scholar, studied abroad in France, directed two plays 
with No Refund Theater, and wrote her senior thesis in Philosophy.  
After graduation, she earned a masters degree in Philosophy at 
Vanderbilt, where she met her husband, got married, and had her first 
daughter.  After graduate school, she earned her J.D. at Harvard Law 
School, and had her second daughter.  Jennifer then joined Ropes & 
Gray, a top law firm in Boston, Massachusetts, where, as part of the 
Tax Department, she worked on complicated legal and financial 
matters for multinational companies as well as tax-exempt 
organizations, such as colleges and universities.  In 2010 she left 
Ropes to join the faculty at the University of Kentucky College of Law, 
where she now teaches a variety of tax law classes, advises student 
groups, and researches tax policy matters.  When not buried in the 
U.S. federal tax code, she serves on the board of her neighborhood 
association, enjoys taking her daughters, now 10 and 6, to the 
swimming pool, and reads novels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Position Statement 
 

  I want to join the Penn State Board of Trustees in order to help ensure 
that the access to education and opportunity that I had as a Nittany Lion 
remains possible for young Pennsylvanians at the state’s flagship 
academic institution.  I came to Penn State as a bright, motivated, eager 
student.  I was thrilled to move into Atherton Hall with the other 
members of what was then called the University Scholars Program.  
The academic experience I had at Penn State was unparalleled, with 
access to top-notch faculty, classes filled with the best and brightest 
students from across the state and country, and a living-learning 
environment that made school more than just what happened in the 
classroom.   We have an obligation to protect this incredible institution 
that offers the same caliber of education as elite private colleges at a 
fraction of the cost. If elected to the Board of Trustees, I will be 
committed to protecting and maintaining Penn State’s academic 
excellence.  As a current faculty member at Kentucky, another flagship 
state school, I would bring a unique insight to the Board – a deep 
understanding of both the academic experience of students, and the 
role of faculty and students as stakeholders in the University.  My 
expertise in tax law and non-profit organizations – especially colleges 
and universities - will also allow me to contribute to the oversight and 
administration of what is, at heart, a large tax-exempt charitable entity.  I 
ask for your vote, and look forward to the opportunity to serve. 
 


