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   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Dan Cocco will bring a unique perspective and insight gained from 
experience in business, higher education, and non-profit organizations. 
He has proven the ability to work with leaders from all Penn State 
campuses to achieve common goals.  
  Currently, he helps companies address today’s business challenges 
as a consultant with PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. Prior to PwC, Dan 
worked with alumni of Columbia University in his role as Assistant 
Director, Office of Alumni & Development while completing a Master of 
Science in Fundraising Management. 
  As Overall Chairperson for Penn State Dance Marathon in 2008, Dan 
played an integral role in one of Penn State’s greatest traditions, 
working with students, alumni, and leadership towards the goal of 
ending childhood cancer. Dan was selected to lead THON after serving 
on the leadership team in 2006 and 2007. He also worked with 
administrators and staff of Penn State’s Children’s Hospital to plan 
programs that benefited Pennsylvania families.  
  Previously, Dan served as THON Chair for Penn State Hazleton and 
on the Council of Commonwealth Student Governments. He has 
served on the boards of The Four Diamonds Fund and Dance 
Marathon Alumni Interest Group. Dan lives in New York City and grew 
up in Nutley, NJ. He is a Life Member of the Penn State Alumni 
Association and member of the New York City and Northern New 
Jersey chapters.  
  Upward State endorsed Dan for his desire to set priorities that will 
unite Penn State and place students at the top of the agenda. For 
more information visit www.UpwardState.org. 

 

Position Statement 
 
  Penn State University is leading the way in the areas of academics, 
research, service, and athletics. However, universities are facing 
greater obstacles than ever before and the Board of Trustees has a 
responsibility to make sure finding solutions to those obstacles are at 
the top of the agenda for leadership. The future is bright and Penn 
State needs to keep moving forward by putting students first.  
  The Board of Trustees must be ready to work with University 
president Dr. Barron to continue building on recent success while 
preparing for the future. We must increase access to a world-class 
Penn State education by advocating for greater state funding, 
committing to the expansion of the World Campus, and controlling the 
cost of education. 
  The best way for Trustees to honor the past is to focus on the future 
by promoting the best of Penn State. We need to better highlight 
accomplishments of our University to attract top employers, students, 
faculty, and staff to our campuses.  The Board should reform 
governance and accountability by encouraging closer collaboration 
with faculty and students. Leadership should continue reforms that 
improve decision-making abilities and transparency.  
  Earning my Penn State degree and my experience leading THON are 
defining moments in my life. I want the same opportunities for current 
and future students. As a Trustee I will work to ensure the promise of a 
world-class education is continued and that the core mission of our 
University is fulfilled.  
  Visit www.CoccoForPSU.com or email me at dan.cocco@psualum.com 
to learn more. 
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