
 
 

ROBERT HOOPER, ‘79 
 
   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Fellow Penn Staters: 
  I bring significant experience which I feel will aid in advancing the 
goals of our University, and assist in getting us “back on track” as one 
America’s premier educational settings. 
  Following graduation, after some travel and the exploration of many 
potential career pathways, I settled in Burlington, Vermont.  My 30 year 
career with the State of Vermont involved work as a child protection 
social worker and probation officer-experience the existing board could 
have used 3 years ago.  I retired three years ago. 
  During my career, I also served for five-two year terms as President 
and Board Chair for the largest single employer labor organization in 
the state and for a total of twenty years as an executive officer on the 
Board.  I served as a registered lobbyist at the state and federal level 
for over ten years.   
  I KNOW how boards work and HOW to move issues forward.  I have 
deep experience in organizing both internal to the board, and external 
with the voting membership-moving issues forward for change.  I 
KNOW political action and advocacy on the front line of the legislature. 
  I continue to be one of six directors of our state pension investment 
committee (VPIC), managing over 3.7 billion dollars of state retirement 
funds.  I KNOW money and budgets. 
  I hope you will take the time to visit www.BobHooper.org, or Bob 
Hooper for Penn State Board of Trustees (Facebook) for more 
information.   
  Thank you for your interest.  
 

 

Position Statement 
 
  I come to this election concerned for the wellbeing of our 
University.  Eager to offer my organizing and administrative skills to 
help advance the REFORM necessary for Penn State to again 
command the respect lost due to unfortunate decisions made in the last 
three years.  
  The primary role of a Trustee is to act as a fiduciary for the 
organization.  Although restoring respect to former employees and 
challenging accusations of failure needs to be undertaken, I feel the 
unsubstantiated accusations of the Freeh Report and the NCAA 
sanctions have affected our financial positions and must be examined in 
the light of day.  I feel the Board has lost their focus on our institutional 
priorities. 
  However, my concerns go beyond the past.  Penn State has become 
one of the most expensive public institutions in the country.  I fear the 
flagship education PSU offers is no longer available, without great 
burden, to families and would work with the legislature and the 
University to increase contributions and decrease costs.   
  I continue to be concerned at the alarming increase in the ratio of 
administrative positions to tenured educators, and the associated 
cost.  I feel it is time to examine the influence of the corporate mindset 
in education, and to make sure a well-rounded education is offered at 
Penn State. 
  Our goal must not only be to have the nicest buildings, we must 
continue to have the brightest minds produce the greatest 
achievements as a result of the foundation Penn State provided. 
  Thank you.  www.bobhooper.org 
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