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   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Hailing from Northeast Philadelphia, Gavin is a two time Student 
Body President and recent Executive Board Member of the Alumni 
Association. He graduated with a degree in Business Management 
from the Smeal College of Business.  
  At Penn State, Gavin had the opportunity to work with a great group 
of students, administrators and community leaders, who together 
accomplished many successful initiatives. In particular, Gavin secured 
the first standing budget for student government in the amount of 
$140,000 annually. He also secured $160,000 for the Office of Student 
Legal Services and Chaired the HR Search Committee for its first 
director. Gavin may be best known for the CATA “Late Night White 
Loop”, ensuring safe passage for students back to campus until 
4:00am.  
  Professionally, Gavin is a top ranked Strategy Consulting Manager 
leading engagements to drive revenue/margin growth and return on 
investment (ROI). His career has primarily been spent working for 
multiple Fortune 100 High-Tech Companies, with experience also in 
Banking, Insurance and Consumer Goods. Gavin has managed global 
teams and led analytics to define benefits across multiple clients. 
  In his formative years, Gavin attended St. Joe’s Prep, where he set 
the foundation for his future leadership roles, serving as Captain of the 
Rugby team and a retreat leader for the younger classes. “The Prep” 
instilled the Jesuit motto of being a “Man for Others” and put Gavin on 
the path towards servant leadership. 
  Gavin also leads two Non Profit Corporations, The Philadelphia 
Catholic League Alumni Corps and New Leaders Council- Philadelphia  

Position Statement 
 
  Our Board needs a diversity of thought, age and background which it 
is currently lacking. My experience makes me uniquely qualified to help 
fill this void and the vitality to shape our university for years to come. 
Penn State changed my life and helped shape me into the person I am 
today. I will work tirelessly to ensure that generations of Penn Staters 
get this same experience.  
  Part of ensuring this experience is addressing the issues that face our 
university. I have built many deep and lasting relationships, which has 
put me in a position to be a coalition builder, helping to heal the divide 
that currently exists in our community. This will include tackling tough 
issues and building consensus, where others have failed.  
  I will directly address the structure of the board, including the major 
lack of alumni trustee representation on the Executive Committee, 
where all the decisions are made. I’ll go further to ensure that as we 
enter the end of our four year NCAA persecution, and resolution of 
pending court cases, the board will take measures to heal the Penn 
State family, including living up to the promise to honor Joe & Sue 
Paterno. Concerning financial issues, the ever-expanding budget and 
unfortunate annual reality of rising tuition will be met fierce inspection, 
with emphasis on business case justification.   
  Please take a look at my detailed action plan and partner with me to 
help build a better Penn State for years to come. Visit the website: 
www.gavinkeirans.com  
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http://www.gavinkeirans.com/

