
 
 

JULIE HARRIS MCHUGH, ‘86 
 
   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Julie Harris McHugh is a 27-year veteran of the biopharmaceutical 
industry.  Most recently, she was the Chief Operating Officer at Endo 
Health Solutions where she was responsible for the pharmaceutical and 
generic drug businesses.  Previously, Julie held executive positions 
including CEO of Nora Therapeutics, Company Group Chairman at 
Johnson & Johnson, and President of Centocor.  During her career, 
Julie led the development and commercialization of break-through 
products for the treatment of cardiovascular, respiratory, 
gastrointestinal, autoimmune, and infectious diseases. 
  Julie has led organizations ranging from small start-ups to large, 
complex multinational companies.  Her leadership roles have included 
multi-billion dollar businesses with several thousand employees. Her 
background includes experience in general management, strategic 
planning, R&D, mergers and acquisitions, and organizational design.  
As an operational leader, she has implemented numerous initiatives to 
improve effectiveness and efficiency.  
  Julie currently serves on the Board of Directors for public and private 
companies and has participated on several trade association and non-
profit boards. 
  As a student at PSU, Julie was a University Scholar and Lion 
Ambassador.  As a PSU alumna, Julie serves on the Board of Visitors 
for The Smeal College of Business and as a volunteer with the For the 
Future Campaign. 
  Julie is married to Mike McHugh ’82.  Their daughter will be a 
freshman at Penn State in the fall. 
  Julie is proud to accept the endorsement of Upward State, putting 
Penn State students first.  Visit www.upwardstate.org. 
  You can reach Julie at jhmchugh@psualum.com. 

Position Statement 
 
  A Trustee must be a champion for the advancement of Penn State’s 
mission.  She must work in concert with all University stakeholders to 
ensure steady progress in achieving the University strategy in a rapidly 
changing world. 
  My paramount goal as trustee will be to ensure accessibility and 
affordability of a Penn State education.  I will work with the 
administration to increase state appropriations, increase endowment 
dollars dedicated to student scholarship, increase sources of financial 
aid for students and reduce operating costs. 
  I will work to strengthen Penn State’s academic excellence by 
ensuring that we recruit and retain outstanding faculty, expand learning 
experiences for students both in and out of the classroom, and continue 
to raise Penn State’s stature as a leading research university. 
  I will work to advance Penn State’s legacy of excellence by 
encouraging greater recognition of student and faculty achievements 
across the full range of activities and fields of study and I will insist on 
the highest standards of conduct in all aspects of university life.   
  Finally, I will work to make Penn State's Board of Trustees a 
national model by increasing transparency in the Board’s deliberations 
and decisions.  I support the institution of a student trustee elected by 
students and will work to ensure that the views of faculty, staff, and the 
alumni association are well represented at the Board. 
  Greater Board unity is needed now to ensure that Penn State 
continues its upward trajectory.  I would be honored to be your Trustee. 

http://www.upwardstate.org/
mailto:jhmchugh@psualum.com

