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   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Alice W. Pope serves as a professor of child psychology at St. John’s 
University. She is a three-time Penn State alumna, with bachelors 
(1979), masters (1983), and doctoral (1986) degrees in psychology. 
Her academic career, including faculty appointments at public and 
private universities, positions her to provide an educator's perspective 
that is sorely lacking on the board. Through 30 years of working with 
troubled youths, Alice has developed a rich understanding of how 
institutions can enhance and protect children’s well-being. 
  Alice has expertise in fixing ineffective educational governance. From 
2000 to 2011, she served on the board of a school offering pre-school 
through grade 12 instruction. The school was recovering from a 
scandal involving financial improprieties and an ineffective board. Alice 
helped to professionalize the board and change its culture to be more 
engaged. As co-chair for three years, Alice led historic changes in the 
board's governance structures that resulted in a modernized and 
efficient approach while maintaining the school’s mission. 
  Alice has worked effectively in grassroots organizations to respond to 
the Penn State board’s mismanagement of the fallout from the 
Sandusky Scandal. She has promoted board reform through forming 
relationships with Pennsylvania legislators and organizing letter-writing 
campaigns to legislators and trustees. She has co-authored reports on 
governance best practices for trustees and legislators. She has written 
numerous op-eds in Pennsylvania newspapers focused on how Penn 
State can improve governance and better prepare for the future. 
  Alice is a Harrisburg native and retains close ties to family and friends 
there. 

 

Position Statement 
 
 If elected as trustee, I will: 
• Honor our past: I will help find meaningful ways to acknowledge and 

publicize Penn State's long tradition of academic and athletic success, 
including the contributions of the Paterno family.  Planning for the future 
requires building on our past. 

• Renew our pride: I will insist that the board re-examine the events 
surrounding the Sandusky scandal. We will develop a clear and honest 
understanding of these events that can be used to prevent child 
predators from harming children, at Penn State and elsewhere.  The 
board will finally examine the validity of the Freeh report’s conclusions.   

• Lead for tomorrow: I will leverage my extensive experience as a 
professor and as a school board member to promote board reform that 
relies on the best practices of educational governance. This includes 
shifting the culture of the board toward a collaborative, inclusive, and 
transparent style of decision-making.  Where the board fails to 
implement needed governance reforms, I will support legislation to 
accomplish this goal. 

  Above all else, I will play a leading role in visionary planning. This 
planning is essential in order to position Penn State to thrive in the future 
despite the daunting challenges of decreased state funding, rising tuitions, 
and declining numbers of college-age students in Pennsylvania. 
  For more information about my qualifications and priorities, and links to 
my published writings on Penn State, please visit my website: 
http://www.alice4psuboard.com 
and my Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Alice4PSUBoard 
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