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   Biographical Sketch 
 

  Representing interests in economic development, energy, agriculture, and 
higher education in Washington, D.C. and Harrisburg, Ned  Rauch-Mannino 
provides government relations and other strategic consulting for the Ridge 
Policy Group, a government affairs firm under the leadership of former 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge and longtime partners Mark Holman and 
Mark Campbell. He has leveraged assistance to several key initiatives in 
Pennsylvania, and his role as a connector has served partners by facilitating 
working relationships and identifying new resources.  
  Prior to joining the Ridge Policy Group, Rauch-Mannino represented 
Philadelphia’s industrial constituency as the Director of Policy and Research 
with the Urban Industry Initiative, a Department of Commerce economic 
development agency. Assisting Fortune 500 companies and small businesses, 
trade associations, development authorities, and nonprofits, he collaborates 
with public leadership to achieve solutions for partners. 
  A graduate of the College of Agricultural Sciences, Rauch-Mannino earned 
his master’s degree from Penn State in 2010. His experience in higher 
education includes faculty service with Temple University, previously directing 
collegiate foundation and government relations, and lecturing for and advising 
Philadelphia University.  
  Rauch-Mannino is also a Senior Advisor to Econsult Solutions, and serves on 
the board of the Boy Scouts of America, Minsi Trails Council, and Jacob’s 
Church. Other past experience includes private consulting, volunteering, and 
leadership positions with SEPTA, Society and Nature International, Global 
Interdependence Center, Next Great City, and Young Involved Philadelphia. 
Additionally, he is a published journalist and children’s author.  
  A Lehigh Valley native, Rauch-Mannino lives in Washington with his wife, 
Stephanie, and two children. 

Position Statement 
 

  Change remains a common theme concerning Penn State’s leadership as the 
University’s reputation demands continued repair, and it’s critical to ensure any 
rebuilding is purposed. Affording greater communication, transparency, and 
accountability, as a Trustee I aim to significantly restore the University’s 
standing and transition the institution into its next era.   
  In Washington and Harrisburg I will underscore the University’s role as a 
premiere academic and research institution. With access to substantial 
conversations concerning energy, agriculture, life sciences, technology, and 
higher education, I will afford Penn State a constant presence and key 
advocate. I will work to return tangible resources, serving connections to 
nonprofits, corporate partnerships, and potential funding opportunities. I will 
also seek to advance Penn State’s international reputation, and align the 
community to greater access to internships, study abroad and language 
programs, and visiting scholars to facilitate the institution’s role as a world-
class academic destination.   
  Affordability and career opportunity are chief concerns, and as the  
University’s core mission remains education I will direct my leadership and 
expertise in identifying creative solutions to achieve such. I also recognize our 
faculty stands as the primary point of engagement with the student body, and 
will apply my faculty experience to better reflect educator needs.   
  “Pro-Joe,” Penn State can ultimately best-serve Coach Paterno’s legacy by 
continuing his Grand Experiment, and I will encourage athlete graduation rates 
into the top five of NCAA rankings. His reputation will benefit from increased, 
positive dialogue and serve as a reminder of his contribution to higher 
education at-large. 
 
 

 


