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   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Christine Stempka Rhoads is a life-long resident of Pennsylvania and 
lives in Lancaster with her husband, Matt, and children, Autumn and 
Adam.  Her family bleeds blue and white (parents: Charles Stempka  
COE ’70 and Carol Melnick Stempka HHD ’70, sister: Cathy Stempka 
Goeckel HHD ’02 and brother: Jimmy Stempka ‘06 ENGR).   
  Christine graduated from Cumberland Valley High School and 
graduated with a B.A. in Media Studies and minors in Spanish and 
International Studies.   
  Christine worked for Penn State’s College of Medicine in Hershey as 
Coordinator of Medical Education/Alumni Affairs.  She reported to the 
Vice Dean and performed various managerial functions and budget 
coordination.   
  When her daughter was born, Christine decided to pursue a new 
career as a full-time mother.  She’s been actively volunteering in 
schools with KPETS (animal therapy team member), coaching Girls on 
the Run, invested countless hours in school activities and fundraisers.  
She has served as PTO President and met with school district 
administrators to help resolve issues.  She enjoys overcoming 
challenges.  Post kids, Christine took up running with the goal of 
completing a 5k.  She now has completed multiple half marathons with 
the goal of completing a full in the near future. Even though Christine 
has chosen an unpaid career path, does not mean it is not valued.  It 
has required incredible long-term self-sacrifice, commitment, patience, 
stamina and adaptability and deserves to be respected.  Christine is 
proud of her career choice.  Her children are honest, confident, 
humble, and empathetic, excel in school and are her greatest 
accomplishments.  

 
Position Statement 

 
 The governing board needs new membership and individuals with 
diverse skills and ideas. The Board has enough lawyers, politicians 
and other professionals who are concerned with self-preservation and 
personal advancement. We need people to serve with a track record 
for helping others not just financially, but willing to give their time for 
the right reasons. I’m appalled how the Board created a scapegoat, 
disrespected the Paterno family and failed to protect our past and 
present athletes with the outrageous NCAA sanctions. I am equally 
concerned with the spiraling cost of a PSU education. I was solely 
responsible for paying for my college education, worked part-time while 
taking as many classes as possible and graduated within eight 
semesters with a degree and two minors. I understand the financial 
burden students are facing and the importance of available financial 
aid.  I received a grant and am still paying off my college loans. I will 
bring a fresh and energetic perspective to the board and certainly don’t 
have answers to all the problems PSU is or will be facing. However, I 
will solicit feedback at a grassroots level drawing on the strength and 
the support of the entire PSU family. I have the time to dedicate to 
PSU and can easily commute to Hershey or State College with my 
children now attending school full time.  If elected, I welcome all ideas 
and opinions from the brilliant minds that PSU has nurtured. Please 
email me at christine4psu@gmail.com and your voices will be heard. 
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