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   Biographical Sketch 

 
  Ted J. Sebastianelli earned a football scholarship to Penn State and 
is privileged to have been a member of Coach Paterno’s first three 
teams, including the undefeated 1968 squad. These were the 
foundational years of what was later known as the fabled “Grand 
Experiment”— Coach Paterno’s vision of developing outstanding 
football teams with young men of strong character who were 
committed to academic success. Following graduation, Ted’s 
leadership skills were developed and tested repeatedly in the 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard, in a distinguished career that 
combined active military duty overseas with civilian military leadership 
and extensive experience in administration, particularly in human 
resources, on US soil. He completed Air War College in 1999 and 
retired with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 2004 as commander of 
the 112th Air Operations Squadron, State College. Ted then served 
as Deputy Human Resources Director for the Military District of 
Washington, Fort McNair, DC, before full retirement in 2007.  Having 
chosen to retire in State College, Ted has kept very close ties with his 
alma mater and, since the events of 2011, has been a strong 
advocate for change on the BoT. Ted is a member of the Alumni 
Association, past president of the Football Letterman’s Club, and a 
31-year member of the Nittany Lion Club. A Northeastern 
Pennsylvania native who resides in State College with his wife, 
Margaret, Ted was the first in his family to attend college. His Penn 
State family includes his sister, both stepdaughters, and niece. 
 

 

Position Statement 
 

  In each of the last two elections, three alumni representatives have 
been seated on the Board of Trustees. With this year’s election, we 
will have nine alumni trustees— the largest component of the board. 
For the remaining 2011 board members, the so-called “powers that 
be”, the sands will begin to shift.  I will be a leader and a change 
agent, who will call upon the best of our past to make Penn State 
stronger in the future. 
  It is critically important to continue shifting the balance away from the 
power group of incumbent members who have repeatedly, and sadly, 
failed to defend our university, and who, through their negligence and 
poor decisions, have damaged our alma mater’s reputation. 
  I strongly support Senator Yudichak’s proposed legislation to change 
board structure.  It is imperative we change the way Business and 
Industry Trustees are selected. 
  I seek full application of the Right-to-Know Law.  The inner workings 
of Penn State’s leadership need the light of day. 
  I have grave concerns about the cost of a Penn State education.  
Many today believe college costs too much and delivers too little.  Our 
main campus is the second priciest four-year public university in the 
country. Our students are graduating with huge amounts of debt and, 
unfortunately, with high student loan default rates. If this problem isn’t 
addressed, we risk pricing ourselves out of the market. 
  I believe it is time to apologize to the Paterno family and honor Joe. 
http://www.facebook.com/ted.sebastianelli 
tedsebastianelli@gmail.com 
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