
 
 

R. SETH WILLIAMS, ‘89 
 
   Biographical Sketch 
 
  Seth Williams was adopted by Rufus, ‘47 A&A,47g (Alpha Phi Alpha, 
NAACP, Track & Field) and Imelda Williams, who raised him in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His father arrived at Penn State in 1941, 
was a varsity athlete but was denied campus housing due to the color 
of his skin.  He served in World War II, when he returned, he helped 
found Penn State’s chapters of the N.A.A.C.P., and Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity, and worked to desegregate public accommodations in State 
College. After graduating from Central High School, Seth followed in 
his father’s college, fraternity and fighting footsteps. His peers elected 
him Black Caucus President and later Undergraduate Student 
Government President. He marched to Harrisburg to force Penn State 
to divest from South Africa.  He received the John Oswald leadership 
award for his advocacy. Seth graduated Georgetown law with 
distinction.  He served 10 years as an Assistant District Attorney. Seth 
was later appointed Philadelphia’s inspector general investigating 
corruption, fraud, and abuse. He practiced privately at the firms of 
Zarwin Baum and later at Stradley Ronon. In 2009, Seth was elected 
District Attorney of Philadelphia, supervising an office of 600 
employees and prosecuting 75,000 cases yearly. He serves on many 
local and national advisory boards including Penn State Abington.  He 
is an adjunct law professor at Temple and Villanova Universities, and 
serves our nation as a Major in the U.S. Army Reserves. Penn State 
made him an Alumni Fellow in 2011.  Seth is the proud father of three 
daughters, all future Penn Staters. 

 
 
 
 

Position Statement 
 
  My name is Seth Williams; I ask you to elect me as your next trustee.  
 The reason I want to be your trustee is that Penn State’s best days 
are ahead. I have never stopped serving Penn State and never will. 
  I’m running thanks in part to the example of my parents—especially 
my late father, Rufus Williams ’47. His fight for the dignity of African-
American students inspired me. I too then, came to Penn State for a 
great education and left it better as a result. As USG President with VP 
Amy Manderino, we fought for affordability, transparency, safety and 
inclusion. l will do the same as your trustee.  
  Alumni remain divided over the Jerry Sandusky scandal response. 
I’ve prosecuted similar crimes. I will put the victims and their healing 
first, then ours. Also, I grew up loving what Coach Paterno stood for. 
The NCAA sanctions were excessive. His wins happened, and he 
spoke for himself on the tragedy.  
  As your trustee I will: 
  Be your voice at the table. Work with everyone to be inclusive and do 
what is in the best interest of Penn State. Fight as I have done before 
for greater transparency and accountability. Most importantly, my 
passion is to ensure Penn State fulfills its land grant mission to provide 
a quality and affordable education to the sons and daughters of the 
working class. 
  Think proven action. Vote Seth Williams, class of 1989 as your alumni 
trustee. Thank you. 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VoteSethWilliamsforPennStateTrustee/ 
Twitter: @DASethWilliams 
Email: SethWilliams89forPSUTrustee@gmail.com 
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